ABSTRACT: The California Bird Records Committee reached decisions on 184 records involving 176 individuals of 71 species and two species groups documented since the 39th th report 
This 40
th report of the California Bird Records Committee (hereafter CBRC or the committee), a committee of Western Field Ornithologists, summarizes assessments of 181 records involving 176 individuals of 71 species and two species groups. The committee accepted 152 of the 181 records (an acceptance rate of 83%) involving 146 individuals of 71 species and two species groups. We consider eight records involving nine individuals to represent returning or continuing birds that were accepted previously. Twenty-seven reports of 16 species and two species groups were not accepted because the identification was not considered to be substantiated, and two reports of two species were not accepted because natural occurrence was questionable. Reports of multiple individuals together are given the same record number for purposes of review; we report the total number of accepted individuals, which may be greater than the number of accepted records. Although the majority of the records in this report pertain to birds documented in 2014, the period covered spans the years 1987 to 2015.
Highlights of this report include the first acceptance to the California state list of two species: Salvin's Albatross (Thalassarche salvini) and the Chatham Albatross (T. eremita). Also included are the second state records of the Nazca Booby (Sula granti), Marsh Sandpiper (Tringa stagnatilis), and Olive-backed Pipit (Anthus hodgsoni), second and third of the Bluethroated Hummingbird (Lampornis clemenciae), third of Cory's Shearwater (Calonectris diomedea), and the return for a third winter of the state's first Gray Hawk (Buteo plagiatus).
At its 2016 annual meeting the committee reinstated the Ruddy GroundDove (Columbina talpacoti) on its review list; it had reviewed this species previously through 2013. The committee has recently accepted first California records in 2015 of the Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) and Kelp Gull (Larus dominicanus), the details of which will be published in the next report. 
GARGANEY Anas querquedula (23, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED:
The committee received additional documentation (1987-073A) for the previously reviewed (but not accepted) report of a first-winter or female at Arcata, HUM, 30 Jan-10 Feb 1987 (1987 -073-see Pyle and McCaskie 1992 . On the basis of the additional documentation, the record gained some support (3-6), but not enough to be accepted by the committee. This record was accepted by Harris (1996) , along with a CBRC-endorsed record .
KING EIDER Somateria spectabilis (45, 3) . A female remained with a large flock of scoters between the mouth of Redwood Creek and Mussel Pt. near Orick, HUM, 22 Jan-24 Feb 2014 (JA; KMB †, BE †; 2014-014) . A first-spring male, with oil on its underparts, that walked up onto the beach at Pt. Mugu, VEN, 14 Apr 2014 (DP †, AJS †; 2014-037) was captured and taken to a rehabilitation facility in Santa Barbara, where it subsequently died; it is now a study skin/skeleton (SBMNH #10610) at the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History. A female or first-fall male was with scoters on the ocean at Ocean Beach in San Francisco, SF, 25 Oct 2014 (PS; 2014-178) .
ARCTIC LOON Gavia arctica (12, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED:
The report of one in flight at Pt. La Jolla, La Jolla, SD, 9 Nov 2014 received virtually no support because of insufficient documentation. (99, 3) . One in its first spring inland at Clifton Court Forebay, CC, 23 May 2014 (AWL †; 2014-044) , an adult in alternate plumage in flight off the north jetty at the entrance to Humboldt Bay, HUM, 29 Oct 2014 (BE †; 2014-124) , and a second-year bird found dead (specimen not preserved) at Salmon Creek Beach, SON, 9 Nov 2014 (OO'C †; 2014-173) were the only three reported in California in 2014.
YELLOW-BILLED LOON Gavia adamsii
SALVIN'S ALBATROSS Thalassarche salvini (1, 1). The AOU (Chesser et al. 2014 ) now treats Salvin's Albatross, the Chatham Albatross (T. eremita), and the White-capped Albatross, (T. cauta), all formerly subsumed as subspecies of the Shy Albatross, as separate species. The White-capped Albatross was recorded off Mendocino and Sonoma counties in August and September 1999 (Cole 2000 , CBRC 2007 . A first-cycle Salvin's Albatross well documented 39 km southwest of Pillar Pt., SM, 26 Jul 2014 (AJ †; MDeF †, TG †, DSS †, SBT †, RW †; 2014-069;  Figure 1 ; see also this issue's front cover) provided the first record in California. A subadult photographed near Kasatochi Island in the western Aleutians, Alaska, on 4 Aug 2003 (Benter et al. 2005) was the first and only other one recorded in North America.
CHATHAM ALBATROSS Thalassarche eremita (1, 1). Following the split of the Shy Albatross complex by the AOU (Chesser et al. 2014) , the CBRC reconsidered the identities of two "Shy Albatrosses" off Marin County, from July to September 2000 and in July 2001. The committee now endorses the individual over Bodega Canyon 31 km west-northwest of Pt. Reyes, MRN, 27 Jul 2001 (DWN †; 2001-228; Garrett and Wilson 2003, including photo) as a Chatham Albatross, the first for North America. This bird, thought to be in its second cycle, had the gray hood shared by the Salvin's and Chatham Albatrosses, but extensive yellowish on the bill, including its sides (which are usually grayish in Salvin's), confirm the identification as a Chatham Albatross. A first-cycle Salvin's or Chatham reported in the same general area 29 Jul-10 Sep 2000 (2000 is still under review by the committee. Howell et al. (2014) considered both records as likely pertaining to the same bird, a Chatham Albatross on the basis of the characters outlined by Howell (2009 Howell ( , 2012 ).
SHORT-TAILED ALBATROSS Phoebastria albatrus (40**, 1). One in its first spring was 39 km southwest off Pt. Buchon, SLO, 29 May 2014 (SWe †; 2014-054) .
STEJNEGER'S PETREL Pterodroma longirostris (10, 1). One was seen from the R/V Ocean Starr during a NOAA survey 324 km west-southwest of Pt. Arena, MEN, 7 Nov 2014 (MF; 2014-147) . MASKED/NAZCA BOOBY Sula dactylatra/granti (18, 2). Single immature boobies, either Masked or Nazca, were seen from Pt. La Jolla, SD, 19 Jun 2014 (PEL; 2014-056) , and off Moss Beach, SM, 25 Aug 2014 (RT; 2014-141) . At this time no way to distinguish juveniles of these two species other than by genetic analysis is known; the pinker bill color of the Nazca does not appear until the bird is 4-8 months of age (Pyle 2008 The mostly white underwings with a small black intrusion at the very base of the leading edge identify it as one of the Shy Albatrosses (see photo on this issue's front cover), the gray hood limits it to Salvin's or Chatham, and the gray bill lacking yellow coloration eliminates the Chatham Albatross.
CORY'S SHEARWATER
Photo by Tom Grey MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD Fregata magnificens (41**, 2). A juvenile that landed on a whale-watching boat 1.6 km off the mouth of Mitchell Creek, MEN, 7 Jan 2014 (RT †; 2014-006) was not only farther north than most frigatebirds recorded in California but also one of a very few in winter. One in La Jolla, SD, 22 Oct 2014 (GN; 2014-114) was somewhat late for a summer visitor, and it was an adult male rather than a more expected white-headed immature. 
MAGNIFICENT/GREATER/LESSER FRIGATEBIRD

Photos by Joe Morlan (A) and David W. Nelson (B)
A B Figure 5 . This immature male Blue-throated Hummingbird at Crestline, San Bernardino Co., 18 Sep 2014 18 Sep (2014 , was the third recorded in California. The more stippled blue throat, mixed brighter and duller upperpart feathers, and lack of visible molt clines in the wings suggested a partial rather than the complete preformative molt typical of this species (Pyle 1997) , although the relatively fresh remiges did not appear to be juvenile feathers.
Photo by Curtis A. Marantz Figure 6 . This juvenile female Ruby-throated Hummingbird found in Eureka on 3 Sep 2014 (2014-080) was the second of that species recorded in Humboldt County. Distinguishing this species from the Black-chinned Hummingbird (A. alexandri) can be extremely difficult, but note the clean white throat, black mask, green crown, tail projecting well beyond the wingtips, and especially the narrow and tapered tenth primary just visible behind the broader ninth primary. LESSER SAND-PLOVER Charadrius mongolus (14, 1). An adult in alternate plumage was at Bolsa Chica, ORA, 2 Aug 2014 (BED †; 2014-070) . It showed the white forehead patches and black upper border to the breast band characteristic of the easternmost subspecies stegmanni (Hirschfeld et al. 2000 , Garner et al. 2003 . Despite a good description and sketch of some important characters, the brevity of the observation and the distance at which the bird was seen contributed to all but two members withholding support. With only three accepted records in California, most committee members concluded that more evidence was required for acceptance of a record of this accidental species.
Photo by Brad Elvert
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus michahellis (0, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: An interesting second-cycle gull at the Elk R. mouth, HUM, 2-22
Aug 2014 (2014-172) posed an identification problem for observers and committee members. Considered by many to be a Lesser Black-backed Gull (L. fuscus), it had some field marks apparently inconsistent with that species at this age. Incoming gray mantle feathers better matched the shade of those of a California (L. californicus) or Herring Gull (L. argentatus), being notably paler than expected on a Lesser Blackbacked Gull. While some committee members believed the Yellow-legged Gull couldn't be eliminated as a possible identification, most members thought the bird better fit the Lesser Black-backed Gull, possibly of an Asian subspecies paler than the L. f. graellsii known from California, and no members voted to accept the identification as the Yellow-legged.
ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides (22, 1). One in its first cycle was at the mouth of Baldwin Cr., SCZ, 22 Jan 2014 (JP †; 2014-013). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: The report of an adult at Bishop, INY, 23-29 Jan 2014 went four rounds before a final decision was reached. Two committee members were unwilling to accept as an Iceland a gull with more pigmentation in the outer primaries and a bill slightly longer than average, and so possibly a hybrid Iceland × Thayer's (L. thayeri) Gull. Similarly, most members expressed reservations over notable darkness in the tail, secondaries, and outer primaries of a supposed first-cycle Iceland Gull at Clear L., LAK, 27-29 Dec 2014 . Both of these records exemplify the difficulty committee members frequently encounter with the Iceland Gull and its unresolved (and possibly unresolvable) issues of identification and taxonomy. ELF OWL Micrathene whitneyi (7**, 2). A nesting pair at Corn Spring, RIV, 17 Apr-30 Jun 2014 (EAE ‡; JBo †, CAM §, 2014-064) was presumably the same nesting pair first found at this location in spring 2010 (2010-050; Johnson et al. 2012) and recorded in all subsequent years (Pike et al. 2014 . Two fledglings were located 30 Jun. See Johnson et al. (2012) and Rottenborn et al. (2016) for the recent history of the Elf Owl in California. Figure 6 ) was the second Rubythroated Hummingbird accepted from Humboldt County. The identification of first-fall and female Ruby-throated Hummingbirds out of range is difficult; that of the one in Humboldt County relied mostly on details of face pattern and flight-feather structure, especially the narrow tenth primary (Pyle 1997) . The dates of these three records fit within the date range typical for the Ruby-throated Hummingbird in California. Figure 7) represents the third inland and third spring record for California, aligned temporally with the previous two (28 May and 11 June; 1989-021 and 1989-022, respectively) . It is also the first away from Southeast Farallon I. since 1998. The CBRC continues to consider the possibility of a vagrant Bicknell's Thrush (C. bicknelli) in California unlikely enough that records of the Gray-cheeked Thrush need not eliminate this species (see CBRC 2007), although the Primm Valley bird did show the colder gray and brown tones in the face and tail typical of the Gray-cheeked. Figure 8 ). In Alaska the species is an intermittent migrant in spring and casual in fall to the western Aleutians, where it probably nested in 1998 (Gibson and Byrd 2007) . It is casual elsewhere in Alaska (Gibson and Withrow 2015) . Elsewhere in North America, it has been collected near Reno, Nevada, on 16 May 1967 (Burleigh 1968 ) and seen at Cataviña, Baja California, 18-19 Oct 1996 (Hamilton et al. 2000 . Small numbers (12-15 birds) have also been recorded on Kure Atoll, the northwesternmost island of Hawaii (Pyle 1984 ). California's only previous record was of one on Southeast Farallon I., SF, 26-29 Sep 1998 (1999 Capitolo et al. 2000) . Features that identified the bird at Yorba Regional Park as an Olive-backed Pipit included the strong olive tinge to the upperparts, the interrupted and bicolored supercilium bordered above by a strong blackish lateral crown stripe, a dark spot in the rear of the auriculars, and heavy black spots on a buff-washed throat and breast contrasting with an unmarked white belly. The largely unstreaked back strongly suggests that the bird was of the more northerly and migratory subspecies yunnanensis, although, Alström and Mild (2003) cautioned that throughout its range of nominate hodgsoni some examples are "only slightly more distinctly streaked above than yunnanensis." All Alaska specimens are yunnanensis (Gibson and Withrow 2015) . 1914), an adult male at Mesquite Springs, Death Valley N.P., INY, 18-21 Nov 1977 (1977 Luther et al. 1979) , and a first-fall immature at Horsethief Springs in the Kingston Mountains, SBE, 10-12 Oct 2012 (2012 Pike et al. 2014) . While the identification was not an issue, this record went three rounds as the committee considered the bird's natural occurrence and subspecies, the nearer pulchra breeding in southeastern Arizona, southwestern New Mexico and western Mexico, or the more distant versicolor from southeastern New Mexico, western Texas, and north-central and northeastern Mexico. Some authors (e.g., Dickinson and Christidis 2014) have treated the populations in western mainland Mexico and southeastern Arizona as subspecies dickeyae different from the resident population in Baja California Sur (pulchra sensu stricto), while others (Monson and Phillips 1981) have not. If the bird near Duarte was eastern versicolor it may more likely have been an escapee. To assess the subspecies issue, Curtis Marantz and Brian Daniels visited the Moore Laboratory of Zoology, Occidental College, Los Angeles, with James Maley, John McCormack, and Janet Scheel. They examined about 300 specimens, about a third of them adult males. They found that adult males from across northern Mexico showed extensive individual variation, corroborating the conclusion of Ridgway (1901) , who identified no subspecies on the basis of adult males-the subspecies of the Varied Bunting currently recognized are defined primarily or exclusively by the color of the female and first-year male plumages (van Rossem 1934 , Phillips et al. 1964 ). In the Moore Laboratory collection three March specimens show evidence of some prealternate molt, as reported by Groschupf and Thompson (1998) . The Varied Bunting at Duarte was also molting some body feathers. After three rounds of circulation the Duarte record passed with two dissenting votes on natural occurrence. OCCURRENCE QUESTIONABLE: One female was on a cargo ship "within sight of land" off San Mateo Co. on 20 Oct 2014 20 Oct (2014 . It was one of six Bramblings that landed on this vessel just south of the Aleutian Islands, Alaska, on 15 Oct. By 19 Oct all were gone but one. The ship eventually docked on 22 Oct in Long Beach, LA. The record was not accepted by eight members on the basis of questionable natural occurrence, though one member considered such records acceptable unless the bird was physically restrained during transit. Though vagrants' hitchhiking on ships is always a possibility, this Asian species has a pattern of occurrence across North America, so most Bramblings have likely arrived under their own power. 
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